THE

Reuben A Munday - Chair
Lewis & Munday, PC

Betsy Hemming ~ Vice Chair
¢-Link,Inc

Chnistine Kageff - Treasurer
Chase

Sheila O*Hara ~ Secretary
Avanti Press, Inc

ADVISORS
Elizabeth Gordon Sachs - Founder
Hon. Trudy Archer
C. Beth Duncombe
Laura R Evans
Cynthia N. Ford
Hon. Damon Keith
Eleanor Mecke
Mary Roby
Dulcie B. Rosenleld
Marianne S, Schwarntz
Lila Silverman
John W. Stroh, 1}
Irene Walt
Lois Warden
COMMISSIONERS
Larry Arreguin
VisionlT, Inc
Jim Boyle
Lovio George
Elizabeth Brooks
Gregory Everett
Roger Garrett
Sydney Lentz
Right Management
Patrice Merritt
Friends of the Public Library
Melissa Moon-Burchant
Mullen
Deborah Peck-Brown
Detroit Public Schools
Jessica Pleiffer
Clark Hill
Sandy Riney
Colleen Robar
Crain Communications
William R. Schramm
Henry Ford Health System
Deborah Sitver
Detroit Garden Works
Debra Taylor
Lotus Blossom Travel
Kathryn Underwood
City of Detroit Planning Commission
Roberta Urbani
DTE Energy
Jackie Victor
Avalon Bakery
Aaron Wagner
West Village Neighborhood Association
Michael Willoughby
Michael Willoughby & Associates
Sheldon P. Winkelman
Honigman Miller Schwantz & Cobn LLP
Robin Wright King
Northwest Unity Baptist Church

G REENING

1418 Michgprchyesuc. Detroit, Michigan 48216

O F DETROIT

(313) 2378733 Pax: (313) 237-8737 www greeningofdetroil.com

May 5%, 2010
To Whom it May Concern,

Though Detroit is the Motor City and largely known for a history of industry and
manufacturing, what many people don’t know is that Detroit has a long history of farming.
From the French ribbon farms of the 1700s, to the migration of southern farmers to the
Detroit area for manufacturing jobs in the 1900s, Detroit residents know more about food
growing than your average urban dweller. This knowledge is an asset to Detroit
communities and is being embraced and furthered through a local food movement. The
Greening of Detroit, in partnership with Michigan State University, Earthworks Urban
Farm/Capuchin Soup Kitchen, and the Detroit Agricuiture Network, make up the Garden
Resource Program Collaborative. Established in 2003, the Collaborative works to support
community, school and family gardens and small-scale urban farms in the City by
providing resources, education and opportunities for connection between gardeners.
There are currently more than 1,000 gardens in the program ranging from small, back yard
garden plots to multiple acre farm sites. These gardens involve an estimated 14,000
individuals, building a community-based food system addressing issues including food
security, nutrition, community building, beautification, the environment, crime, and most
relevant to the Cottage Food bill, entrepreneurship and the local economy.

Many of the gardeners we work with have started small scale food businesses, selling their
fruits and vegetables at farmers’ markets, restaurants and to community food programs.
These entrepreneurs are accomplished in food processing as well as food growing and
would like to expand their businesses to include value added products such as jams, baked
goods, pickled vegetables and dried herbs. Current food policy, which requires value added
products to be processed in a certified commercial kitchen, is a significant barrier to the
further development of these businesses in Detroit. The passage of the Cottage Food bill -
HB 5837 and HB 5280 - would have significant, positive implications for this group, allowing
small businesses to process certain value added products within their own home. This would
open up new markets and opportunities for income generation as well as skill development.
In order to support the further success of small food businesses and the great assets they
are to neighborhoods and cities across Michigan; please pass the Cottage Food bill.

“Grown in Detroit” Sales and Community Outreach Coordinator
The Greening of Detroit
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